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are warm indeed. What I regret is that he was not
strong enough thereafter to conquer the pangs of
home-sickness or the utter boredom which Wilming-
ton inspired. He began to abjure his former revolu-
tionary feelings, to urge his wife to petition the
English Government on his behalf and to write what
I regret to say can only be described as wheedling
letters to such former friends as Lord Clare, the
Beresfords and the Duke of Bedford. Ten years after
his condemnation the sentence of outlawry was re-
versed and he returned to Killyleagh under a promise
of good behaviour. Even this promise he failed to
keep. He was one of the first persons to whom
Shelley addressed himself during that memorable visit
to Dublin, in 1812, and he became a warm supporter
of Catholic emancipation and a subscriber to the
Catholic Association. This brought upon him an
attack in Parliament when he was dubbed c an attainted
traitor * by Sir Robert Peel and * a convicted traitor*
by Mr. Dawson, the Member for Kerry. Although
in his seventy-fourth year, he challenged Mr. Dawson
to a duel but remained satisfied with an explanation.
He died in Leinster Street, Dublin, on November i,
1834 * in charity with all mankind, and wishing Ireland
and the whole world happiness and free institutions \
I never found among my maternal relations anyone
who was at that date willing to share my delight in
Archibald Hamilton Rowan. They had read his
autobiography but did not find it as entertaining as I
did myself. They objected to the fact that he added
the surname Rowan to the name of Hamilton, a
suffix which, in the next generation, was immediately
reversed. They regretted that he should have flirted